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des cours souveraines, remonstrances of the parliaments, for the most 
part in opposition to the action of the government; correspondance 
administrative, correspondence of the intendants with the central govern- 
ment and with subordinates; memoires et rapports des assemblies pro- 
vinciates, documents resulting from the activities of these assemblies in 
matter of taxation; cahiers de doleances, extracts from some of the 
cahiers of 1789; extraits d'auteurs anciens, extracts from contemporary 
works on taxation, consisting of criticisms of the existing taxes and 
projects of reform. The other divisions have fewer subheads, that on 
the Capitation having but three, but the heads used are always some of 
the six enumerated. Many of the documents are taken from the archives, 
namely the Archives Nationales, the Archives Departementales — chiefly 
of the Gironde, the Seine-Inferieure, the Somme, the Cher, and the Puy- 
de-D6me, the Archives Communales, the Archives des Affaires fetran- 
geres, and the manuscript section of the Bibliotheque Nationale, some 
from printed collections. They are all well chosen and, studied with the 
introduction, give an insight into the condition of direct taxation in 
France in the eighteenth century such as can be found in no other single 
volume with which I am acquainted. M. Marion did not, however, aim 
to present an account of all of the direct taxes collected in France at 
this time. His design was, to use his own words : " Resumer ce que l'on 
sait du fonctionnement des trois grands impots d'fitat directs, la taille, la 
capitation et le vingtieme, aux XVIII* siecle; reunir les textes les plus 
importants se rapportants a cette histoire; donner quelque idee de ceux 
dans lesquels il conviendrat d'aller chercher des supplements d'informa- 
tion, et esquisser rapidement la bibliographic du sujet, tel a ete notre 
seul but." He has given us an ideal source-book. 

Fred Morrow Fling. 

Histoire de France depuis les Origines jusqu'a la Revolution, publiee 
sous la Direction de M. Ernest Lavisse. Tome IX., Partie I. 
Le Regne de Louis XVI. (1 774-1789). Par H. Carre, Pro- 
fesseur a l'Universite de Poitiers, P. Sagnac, Professeur a 
l'Universite de Lille, et E. Lavisse, Professeur a l'Universite de 
Paris. (Paris: Hachette et Cie. 1910. Pp.446.) 

The impression left by the preceding volume of this history that 
France was suffering chiefly from the blight of what Louis XV. was and 
from the want of what he could not be, a real king, with a policy held 
firmly and continuously pursued, is true also of this volume, for some- 
what different reasons, because the hapless Louis XVI. differed from 
his despicable grandfather. Indeed M. Lavisse declares in his concluding 
chapters that " La cause principale de la ruine de la royaute, ce fut le 
manque de roi." In another place he says that if the kings from Louis 
XIV. onward had played their true part, there would still be a throne in 
France. One of their heavy faults was withdrawal from the tumultuous 
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world of Paris to Versailles, a fictitious capital, a transformed hunting- 
lodge, where they became the slaves of a nobility which they held 
immured within the chateau. It was the follies and extravagances of an 
artificial court life, along with the waste of profitless wars, which were 
sinking the state into the abyss of bankruptcy. 

This volume brings to a close the long story of France from the time 
of the Gauls to the French Revolution. Its final " book " is filled with 
the conclusions of M. Lavisse upon the reigns of Louis XV. and of 
Louis XVI. There remains only the index-volume, and the great enter- 
prise, which has become a monument of modern French historical 
scholarship, will be brought to an end. The body of this volume has 
been written by M. Carre, the author of the preceding volume. M. 
Sagnac has contributed a single chapter on the situation immediately 
before the meeting of the States General at Versailles and on the method 
of the elections. 

Of the general qualities of M. Carre's work it is necessary only to 
repeat what was said of his other volume. The subject has been treated 
many times, and yet by a wise emphasis, by a sanity of judgment, as 
well as by utilizing new material, especially on the economic aspects of 
the Old Regime, he has succeeded in giving fresh interest to every phase. 
The section on public relief is new to the general histories of the period. 
Out of ten titles referred to in the bibliographical note upon this subject 
seven have been published since 1903. 

M. Carre emphasizes a side of Turgot's ministry that has often been 
forgotten. It appears that Turgot needed to be delivered from his 
friends as well as from his enemies. His friends crowded into the offices 
and seemed to think they had taken possession of the state. Their precip- 
itancy reminds one of the behavior of the Constituents fifteen years later. 
They did not feel that Turgot was going too fast, but urged upon him a 
more rapid realization of his programme. And this was not their only 
fault, for they had certain sinecures revived in favor of members of their 
group. 

This volume contributes two or three interesting illustrations of the 
fact that reforms instituted during the Old Regime survived the changes 
of the Revolution, or that the Revolution was a period of hurried devel- 
opment rather than an abrupt break with the past. To the work accom- 
plished by St. Germain, minister of war from 1775 to 1777, M. Carre 
attributes the superiority of the French artillery during the next gen- 
eration, including the period of the Empire. He also notes that Necker's 
regies were the beginning of the permanent administration of the in- 
direct taxes. Furthermore, the Revolution and the Empire were to pre- 
serve the organization of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs created by 
Vergennes. It is worth remarking in connection with this ministry that 
Louis XVI. concealed its important negotiations from the queen. M. 
Carre says the king's comments upon the reports of Vergennes were 
judicious. 

H. E. Bourne. 



